Blackjack Rules

The moment you walk into any bustling casino, Blackjack is sure to catch your attention as it is the most popular and the most widely played game. It is easy to learn, fun to play and can give you some of your first bouts of casino gains. Getting started on this game is as easy as one-two-three. Easy to learn, but definitely tough to master: Blackjack pros can earn huge sums of money every weekend with their time tested killer strategies.

Here is a simple outline into all you need to know about Blackjack rules. Once you take a seat on the table every instruction will start to unfold on its own. A way out to understand the rules that I suggest is to try online Blackjack. That gives you the edge of sitting across the dealer in a real life game, without having to lose that much money. There are some downloadable Blackjack games available on the Web as well, but take note: play no download Blackjack for fun –you are here to learn the skills and not just knock off a few of your buddies.

The simple maxim of Blackjack: you have to have a hand value closer to 21 than the dealer, without crossing over 21 –simple, but amazingly fun and strategy driven once you start making bet. Hand value is the sum of the values of all the cards dealt to you. The game kicks off with all the players across the table buying chips for cash, which can then be used for betting. To bet, you need to place the exact equivalent of chips in front of you in the circle.
The dealer deals the card by passing out two cards to each of the player and himself/herself. Then the dealer will then expose one of his/her own card –the Up card. 

The suits of the card are of no concern in a Blackjack game. Cards 2-9 have the corresponding values; the picture cards are all valued ten, while an ace can either be a 1 or 11, depending on what gives you a better game. A picture card and an ace on your first deal gives you a total of 21, and that wins you 3 on every 2 that you bet. That is a Blackjack.

After being dealt, you can hit, Double Down or Surrender. A Hit indicates to the dealer that you are asking for another card to be dealt, to make your hand value closer to 21. A stand on the other hand means that you do not want any more cards to be dealt.   A Double Down will also result in another card being dealt, but that comes after you have doubled your bet. That is a good option once you have judged by looking at the Dealer’s Upcard that you have a fair chance of winning.   
 A trickier option at hand is Split Pairing, which you can do when you are dealt a pair of cards having the same value. This allows you to use your two matching cards as two independent hands on a single throw. You can either double down or split on the new pair, much like the original.

The rules are simpler than many other casino games –no wonder Blackjack is the most popular game casinos have on offer. There is no real way of learning the game except for starting to play. Look for a comfortable table across a friendly dealer. Part of their job is to explain the game to you, so any questions or queries are generously answered. Happy betting!

